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ments, and parishes lying nigh to the said causeway
and highway on either side of the same," and " the
owners, tenants, farmers, and inhabitants of the towns
of Shaftesbury and'Sherborne." The act itself, how-
ever, says the cost is to be borne by "the owners,
tenants, and farmers of the lands, tenements, and
hereditaments lying nigh to the said causeway and
highway on either side of the same, and by the in-
habitants of and within the said towns of Shaftesbury
and Sherborne, and by the owners, tenants, and
farmers of the manors, lands, tenements, and heredita-
ments, and by the inhabitants of and within the forest
of Gillingham" and certain liberties and hundreds.
The justices of Somerset and Dorset are to make
assessments and taxations of money or otherwise on
these persons, "having good and indifferent respect
to the several abilities of them and every of them."
Probably no importance is to be attached to the
difference in the description of the ratepayers in the
preamble and the act itself. On the whole it seems
probable that both the "manors" adjoining the high-
way and " the owners, tenants, and farmers" of the
towns of Shaftesbury and Sherborne, spoken of in the
preamble, are not mentioned in the act merely because
the draughtsman considered they were covered by the
other expressions, "lands, tenements, and heredita-
ments," and "inhabitants." The word "owners" is
probably intended merely to include persons occupy-
ing their own lands. Whoever was to pay, it is plain
that the principle on which the payment was appor-
tioned was the relative ability of the contributors.

Another local highway act (i Mar., st. 3, c. 6) passed
in the following year (1554) does not make the same